
 

States’ Rights and the U.S. Constitution 

 

 

Directions: The following primary sources offer competing perspectives on the U.S. Constitution 
and what the adoption of such a document will mean for states’ rights. Familiarize yourself with 
the debate before examining the 9th and 10th Amendments included in the Bill of Rights. 

Document 1. 

Document 2. 



 

 
       

Article Nine of the Bill of Rights, adopted 1791. 
 

 
 
 
 

Article Ten of the Bill of Rights, adopted 1791. 
 
 
 
 
 

Document 3a. 

Document 3b. 

Amendment IX.  

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage 
others retained by the people. 

 

Amendment X.  

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, 
are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people. 
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