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The Declaration of the Causes  

6) The Declaration of the Causes and Necessities of Taking Up Arms (July 6, 1775 
(http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/arms.htm), The Continental Congress responds to the fighting with 
a statement of their position) Avalon Project.  

 
Declaration by the Representatives of the United Colonies of North-America, Now Met in 
Congress at Philadelphia, Setting Forth the Causes and Necessity of Their Taking Up Arms.  

…a reverance for our Creator, principles of humanity, and the dictates of common sense, 
must convince all those who reflect upon the subject, that government was instituted to promote the 
welfare of mankind, and ought to be administered for the attainment of that end. The legislature of 
Great-Britain, however, stimulated by an inordinate passion for a power…have…attempted to effect 
their cruel and impolitic purpose of enslaving these colonies by violence, and have thereby rendered 
it necessary for us to close with their last appeal from reason to arms. - Yet, however blinded that 
assembly may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimited domination, so to sight justice and the 
opinion of mankind, we esteem ourselves bound by obligations of respect to the rest of the world, to 
make known the justice of our cause.  

…general Gage, who in the course of the last year had taken possession of the town of 
Boston, in the province of Massachusetts-Bay, and still occupied it a garrison, on the 19th day of 
April, sent out from that place a large detachment of his army, who made an unprovoked assault on 
the inhabitants of the said province, at the town of Lexington, as appears by the affidavits of a great 
number of persons, some of whom were officers and soldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of 
the inhabitants, and wounded many others. From thence the troops proceeded in warlike array to the 
town of Concord, where they set upon another party of the inhabitants of the same province, killing 
several and wounding more, until compelled to retreat by the country people suddenly assembled to 
repel this cruel aggression. Hostilities, thus commenced by the British troops, have been since 
prosecuted by them without regard to faith or reputation. 

…The general, further emulating his ministerial masters, by a proclamation bearing date on 
the 12th day of June, after venting the grossest falsehoods and calumnies against the good people of 
these colonies, proceeds to "declare them all, either by name or description, to be rebels and traitors, 
to supersede the course of the common law, and instead thereof to publish and order the use and 
exercise of the law martial." -- His troops have butchered our countrymen, have wantonly burnt 
Charlestown, besides a considerable number of houses in other places; our ships and vessels are 
seized; the necessary supplies of provisions are intercepted, and he is exerting his utmost power to 
spread destruction and devastation around him.  

We have received certain intelligence, that general Carelton[Carleton], the governor of 
Canada, is instigating the people of that province and the Indians to fall upon us; 

…We are reduced to the alternative of chusing an unconditional submission to the tyranny 
of irritated ministers, or resistance by force. -- The latter is our choice. -- We have counted the cost 
of this contest, and find nothing so dreadful as voluntary slavery. -- Honour, justice, and humanity, 
forbid us tamely to surrender that freedom which we received from our gallant ancestors, and which 
our innocent posterity have a right to receive from us. We cannot endure the infamy and guilt of 
resigning succeeding generations to that wretchedness which inevitably awaits them, if we basely 
entail hereditary bondage upon them.  
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Our cause is just. Our union is perfect. Our internal resources are great, and, if necessary, 
foreign assistance is undoubtedly attainable. -- We gratefully acknowledge, as signal instances of the 
Divine favour towards us, that his Providence would not permit us to be called into this severe 
controversy, until we were grown up to our present strength, had been previously exercised in 
warlike operation, and possessed of the means of defending ourselves. With hearts fortified with 
these animating reflections, we most solemnly, before God and the world, declare, that, exerting the 
utmost energy of those powers, which our beneficent Creator hath graciously bestowed upon us, the 
arms we have been compelled by our enemies to assume, we will, in defiance of every hazard, with 
unabating firmness and perseverence, employ for the preservation of our liberties; being with one 
mind resolved to die freemen rather than to live slaves.  

Lest this declaration should disquiet the minds of our friends and fellow-subjects in any part 
of the empire, we assure them that we mean not to dissolve that union which has so long and so 
happily subsisted between us, and which we sincerely wish to see restored. -- Necessity has not yet 
driven us into that desperate measure, or induced us to excite any other nation to war against them. -
- We have not raised armies with ambitious designs of separating from Great-Britain, and 
establishing independent states…. 

In our own native land, in defence of the freedom that is our birthright, and which we ever 
enjoyed till the late violation of it -- for the protection of our property, acquired solely by the honest 
industry of our fore-fathers and ourselves, against violence actually offered, we have taken up arms. 
We shall lay them down when hostilities shall cease on the part of the aggressors, and all danger of 
their being renewed shall be removed, and not before.  

With an humble confidence in the mercies of the supreme and impartial Judge and Ruler of the 
Universe, we most devoutly implore his divine goodness to protect us happily through this great 
conflict, to dispose our adversaries to reconciliation on reasonable terms, and thereby to relieve the 
empire from the calamities of civil war. 
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