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Worksheet 1  

Comparison: Style of Rhetoric and Style of Poetry  
President Obama’s Inaugural Speech (2009) and Walt Whitman’s “I Hear America 
Singing” 

 
Student Name  _____________________________________________________Date ___________________  
 

Compare the styles of the following works: 

 

 President Obama’s inaugural speech, delivered in 2009 

 Walt Whitman’s poem, “I Hear America Singing” 

 

Obama’s Inaugural Speech (2009)  Whitman’s Poem, “I Hear 
America Singing” 

Differences Similarities Differences 

   

 

 

 
  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2009/01/21/president-barack-obamas-inaugural-address
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/i-hear-america-singing

